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Egypt (é%jipt), Arab. Misr, biblical Mizraim, officially Arab Republic
of Egypt, republic (1987 est. pop. 47,280,000), 386,659 sq mi (1,001,449
sq km), NE Africa, bordered by the Mediterranean Sea (N), Palestine and
the Red Sea (E), Sudan (S), and Libya (W); the Sinai peninsula, the only
part of Egypt located in Asia, is separated from the rest of the country by
the Suez Canal. Major cities include CAIRO (the capital) and
ALEXANDRIA.

The principal physiographic feature is the NILE R., which flows the
length of the country from south to north and separates the Libyan
(Western) and Arabian (Eastern) deserts that comprise 90% of the land
area. Bordering the Nile between Aswan and Cairo are narrow strips of
cultivated land, home of the vast majority of Egypt's inhabitants.
Although the country's industrial base has been increased considerably
in the 20th cent., the economy has been severely strained by the Arab-
Israeli Wars, and Egypt in the early 1980s remained predominantly
agricultural. The country depends on the Nile for its fertility; completion
of the ASWAN HIGH DAM in 1970 greatly increased the arable land.

Cotton is the leading cash crop. Major manufactures include
refined petroleum, chemicals, textiles, and processed foods. The Suez
Canal and, to a lesser extent, tourism are sources of foreign exchange.
Most of the population is of a complex racial mixture, being descended
from the ancient Egyptians, Berbers, Nubians, Arabs, Greeks, and Turks.
The majority are SUNNI Muslims, but there is a large minority of Coptic
Christians (see COPT). Arabic is the official language.
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